Filed for intro on 01/21/98

HOUSE BILL 2203
By Halteman Harwel

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-135-
201 and Title 68, Chapter 140, relative to automatic
external defibrillators.
WHEREAS, the legislature finds that the number of deaths due to sudden cardiac arrest
is too high; and
WHEREAS, the key to preventing this high number of deaths is to dramatically expand
the availability of defibrillation therapy in a timely fashion; and
WHEREAS, recent breakthroughs in automatic external defibrillator technology have
resulted in the availability of devices that have proven to be exceptionally safe and effective in
treating sudden cardiac arrest; and
WHEREAS, these new devices are small, lightweight, durable, inexpensive and virtually
maintenance free, safe and easy to use with minimum training; and
WHEREAS, the widespread availability of these new devices will prevent hundreds of
unnecessary deaths due to sudden cardiac arrest; and
WHEREAS, the legislature has determined that it is in the public interest to have these
devices readily available to the general public, while requiring that those using the devices be
properly trained and also activate the emergency medical services system immediately upon
using the device on a person in cardiac arrest; now, therefore,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
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SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 68, Chapter 140, is amended by adding

Sections 2 and 3 as a new, appropriately designated part.

SECTION 2. ltis the intent of the legislature that an automatic external defibrillator may

be used in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 for the purpose of saving the life of

another person in cardiac arrest.

SECTION 3. In order to ensure public health and safety:

(1) All persons who use or intend to use an automatic external defibrillator must
obtain appropriate training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and attend a course in
automatic external defibrillator use.

(2) Any person or entity in possession of an automatic external defibrillator is
encouraged to register the existence and location of the automatic external defibrillator
with the emergency communications district where the automatic external defibrillator is
to be located.

(3) Any person who renders emergency care or treatment on a person in cardiac
arrest by using an automatic external defibrillator shall activate the emergency medical
services system as soon as possible after using such automatic external defibrillator.

SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-135-201, is amended by adding

the following language as a new subsection (d):

(d) Any person, including medical personnel, who in good faith and without
compensation renders emergency care or treatment by the use of an automatic external
defibrillator shall not be held liable for any civil damages as a result of such care or
treatment or as a result of any act or failure to act in providing or arranging further
medical treatment where the person acts as an ordinary reasonably prudent person
would have acted under the same or similar circumstances.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring
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